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REV I ENS 
EDITED BY JOSEPH W. DAUBEN, JUDY V. GRABINER, AND KENNETH 0. MAY 
All books, monographs, journal articles, and other publica- 
tions (including films and other multi-sensory materials) relating 
to the history of mathematics are abstracted in the Abstracts 
Department. The Reviews Department prints extended reviews of 
selected publications. All materials for review should be sent 
to the editorial office. 
Most reviews are solicited. However, colleagues wishing to 
review a book are invited to make known their wishes. Comments 
on books, articles, or reviews should be submitted to the editor 
for the Correspondence Department. We welcome also retrospective 
reviews of older books. Colleagues interested in writing such 
reviews should check first with the editor to avoid duplication. 
GIUSEPPE PEANO. By Hubert C. Kennedy. Base1 (Birkhguser Verlag) 
31 p. (Beiheft 14 of Elemente der Mathematik) 
Reviewed by Toshio Umezawa 
Sizuoka University, Japan 
This is a detailed biography of the noted Italian mathema- 
tician, Giuseppe Peano, written in German and largely amplified, 
as compared with the biographical sketch in a former book of the 
author t Selected Works of Giuseppe Peano [University of Toronto 
Press, 1973). Contents are: Einleitung, Kindheit, Studentenjahre 
(1876-1880), Assistentenzeit (1880-1890), Ausserordentlicher 
Professor (1891-1895), Der erste internationale blathematikerkongress, 
Paris 1900, Latin0 sine flexione (Latin without grammar), Academia 
pro interlingua, Kriegsjahre und Nachkriegszeit, and Schluss- 
betrachtungen. It also contains a portrait, a bibliographical 
comment, and a facsimile of a letter of Peano to Bertrand Russell. 
The first two sections after the introduction contain the 
vivid descriptions about the childhood and schooldays of Peano 
with activity of professors at University of Turin. The next 
two sections treat the most outstanding contributions Peano made 
to mathematics when he was an assistant, 1880-1890, andan extra- 
professor, 1891-1895, and they explain the historical meaning 
of Peano’s works. The following two sections show the activity 
of Peano and his collaborators at international congresses of 
mathematics and of philosophy . The description of the meeting 
of Russell and Peano at the Paris Philosophical Congress of 1900 
is very interesting. 
After 1903, Peano began to show a shift of interest to an 
international auxiliary language. The sections about Latin0 sine 
flexione and academia pro interlingua describe this activity. 
